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SUB J : ZAMBIAN PRESS ON SOUTHERN AFRICAN AFFAIRS - NOVEMBER 18 
REF: LUSAKA 3088 

SUMMARY: A POSITIVE ARTICLE ON THE PROSPECTS OF THE GENEVA TALKS 
WAS FEATURED ON THE EDITORIAL PAGE OF THE NOVEMBER 18 DAILY 
MAIL. THE SIGNED ARTICLE ACKNOWLEDGES THE COMPLEXITIES INVOLVED 
- HERITAGE OF SMITH-NATIONALIST ANTAGONISM, DISPUTE OVER DATE FOR 
INDEPENDENCE, ISSUE OF THE CONTROL OF THE ARMED FORCES AND THE POLICE 
AND BRITISH RELUCTANCE TO ASSUME DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY. HOWEVER, 
AUTHOR FINDS JUSTIFICATION FOR CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM IN FACT THAT 
NATIONALISTS AND WHITE RHODESIANS ARE TALKING TO EACH OTHER. 

HE ALSO NOTES CHAIRMAN RICHARD'S PUBLIC STATEMENT THAT HE 
BELIEVES ZIMBABWE WILL BE INDEPENDENT WITHIN TWO YEARS AS AN INDICA- 
TION THAT THINGS MAY NOT BE AS BAD IN GENEVA AS THEY APPEAR. 

BOTH DAILIES REPORT NOV 17 ACTIVITIES IN GENEVA AND TIMES 
OF ZAMBIA NOTES CONVENING OF FRONT-LINE STATES DEFENSE MINISTERS 
IN MAPUTO. END SUMMARY 
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1 . A DAILY MAIL ARTICLE SIGNED BY MOHSIN ALI APPEARING ON THE 
EDITORIAL PAGZ NOV 18 ENTITLED, " GENEVA CONFERENCE REACHES 
CRUCIAL PHASE," EXPLORES THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE NEGOTIATIONS 
AT GENEVA, BUT ENDS ON OPTIMISTIC NOTE THAT THE TALKS WILT. 

NOT COLLAPSE AND ZIMBABWEAN INDEPENDENCE WILL BE ACHIEVED WITHIN 
TWO YEARS. AUTHOR POINTS OUT THAT MEETING IS NO SMALL ACCOMPLI- 
SHMENT IN ITSELF CONSIDERING THAT ONE OF THE PARTICIPANTS HAD 
ORDERED TEN- YEAR PRISON SENTENCES FOR THREE OF THE OTHER 
PARTICIPANTS. RICHARD S OBSERVATIONS THAT QUARREL OVER DATE OF 
INDEPENDENCE IS MORE A TECHNICAL THAN POLITICAL ARGUMENT AND 
THAT HE DOES NOT EXPECT BREAKDOWN OF THE TALKS ARE NOTED AS 
POSITIVE SIGNS. THE ELEVEN POINT BRITISH TALKING PAPER ON THE 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT IS LOADED WITH LEGAL, CONSTITUTIONAL 
COMPLEXITIES, BUT THESE TOO CAN BE OVERCOME. THE APPARENTLY 
FIRM BRITISH REFUSAL TO ASSUME COLONIAL RESPONSIBILITIES MAKES A 
SOLUTION MORE DIFFICULT BUT NOT IMPOSSIBLE. AUTHOR CONCLUDES 
THAT IT WILL TAKE A FEW DAYS OR WEEKS TO ESTABLISH WHETHER 
RICHARD S OPTIMISM THAT ZIMBABWE WILL BE INDEPENDENT WITHIN TWO 
YEARS IS JUSTIFIED OR NOT. 

2. BOTH PAPERS USED WIRE SERVICE ACCOUNTS OF RICHARD S NOVEMBER 17 
MEETING WITH MUZOREWA AND MUZOREWA'S WRITTEN DECLARATION THAT HE 
IS NOT DEALING UNDER THE TABLE AT THE CONFERENCE, PLUS HIS 
ASSERTION THAT HIS GROUP HAD NOT RECEIVED RICHARD'S PROPOSAL 

ON INDEPENDENCE DATES IN ADVANCE. DAILY MAIL ACCOUNT SPELLS 
OUT MUZOREWA'S FOUR-POINT PROPOSAL PRESENTED TO RICHARD AND NOTES 
THAT RHODESIAN NATIONALS RESIDENT IN ZAMBIA SUPPORT PATRIOTIC 
FRONT'S DEMAND FOR INDEPENDENCE IN 12 MONTHS. TIMES' ACCOUNT 
OF GENEVA ACTIVITIES ADDS A REPORT FROM SALISBURY THAT ONE 
RHODESIAN SOLDIER WAS KILLED IN 12-HOUR ENGAGEMENT WITH FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS SOMWEWHERE IN RHODESIA. 

3. THE TIMES OF ZAMBIA C ARRIS REPORT FROM RADIO MAPUTO OF THE 
MEETING OF THE FRONT-LINE STATES' DEFENSE MINISTERS FROM TANZANIA, 
ZAMBIA, ANGOLA, AND MOZAMBIQUE IN MAPUTO NOV 17. 
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